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Mission Statement:
The One World Centre raises awareness on the Isle of Man of global issues of poverty, injustice and the environment – with a view to encouraging and enabling a positive response.
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Contact Details
One World Centre
Howard Street
Douglas
Isle of Man
IM1 2EQ

Tel: 07624 310191
e-mail: info@owciom.org
www.oneworldcentreiom.org
https://twitter.com/oneworldiom
facebook.com/OneWorldCentreIsleofMan

Committee Members
Chair: Claire Bader
Treasurer: Leon Roome
Vice Chair: Dr Christa McCartney
Sarah Comish
Phil Craine
Phil Matthews
Chido Maunze
Louise Whitelegg
 
Company Secretary: Dr Christa McCartney 

Workforce
Coordinator: Wendy Shimmin

Volunteers
During the course of the year many different people have helped us at our events, with our activities and by sharing information. Thank you to all.

Key Funders & Supporters 2025-26
AFD Software Ltd
Gough Ritchie Trust
H&S Davidson Trust
Isle of Man Government (International Development Education and Awareness Grant)
Manx Co-operative Society
Manx Lottery Trust (Welcome Project Grant)


Thank you also to our members and supporters for the many individual donations we received during the year.






The One World Centre is a Manx Registered Charity No. 1192 (formerly No. 911). Also registered as a company limited by guarantee No. 128537C.

Chair’s Introduction
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This year marks the launch of the 20th edition of the One World Charity Challenge, which feels like a particularly good moment to reflect on why we continue to do it. Over this time, young people across the Island have been given the opportunity to look beyond our shores, to learn about communities and cultures different from their own, and to explore some of the challenges faced by people around the world.

Charity Challenge introduces Year 12 students to global issues and to people seeking to address disadvantages through the work of small charities overseas. Students work together to research a charity and create a multimedia presentation showing its work. Along the way they develop teamwork, presentation and research skills, but perhaps more importantly they develop empathy and a personal connection with people and communities far beyond the Isle of Man. It gives young people an opportunity not simply to learn about the world but to speak out for people within it. 

The work of the One World Centre is possible only because of like-minded people and volunteers who give their time, knowledge and energy to making events like Charity Challenge happen. I would like to recognize and thank our donors, the many teachers, young people, members, the Management Committee and our Coordinator for the continued commitment without whom the year’s calendar of events would not be possible. Our work may often be delivered through individual projects and events, but it is the collective effort behind them that allows the impact of the One World Centre to continue. 

Today, that awareness-raising role feels increasingly important as the global context continues to change considerably. We are living through a period of growing humanitarian need, conflict and displacement, climate-related disasters and increasing pressure on the international humanitarian system. The recently released State of the Humanitarian System Report 2022-2025 makes uncomfortable reading, highlighting the pressures created by rising humanitarian needs, alongside restricted access and resources, all within wider structural challenges to the international humanitarian operating system.

At the same time, globally we are seeing an increasing political climate in which populism, polarization and a more inward-looking approach to these challenges, making international solidarity feel increasingly difficult. This makes our work of celebrating difference and helping people understand our inter-connectedness with one another arguable more important, rather than less. 

It is easy to talk about global citizenship as something distant or abstract, but it begins with understanding that our own voices and actions matter. This week as the Isle of Man goes to the polls to elect a new set of members to the House of Keys for the next five years, we are reminded of the importance of participation, informed discussion and the opportunity for us each to have a say in the future of our own community. 

Perhaps this is why hope matters. Not hope as optimism, or as the belief that everything will turn our well, but hope as a decision to remain engaged when an outcome is uncertain. Rebecca Solnit writes about hope as an ‘embrace of the unknown’ recognising that we cannot know exactly what will happen, but that uncertainty also leaves room for us to act and influence what happens next. 

That feels particularly appropriate for the One World Centre. We cannot solve the world’s problems from a small island in the Irish Sea. But we can learn, we can raise awareness, we can support people who are working to make a difference, and we can continue to encourage the next generation to believe that their voices and actions matter. 

After 20 years of Charity Challenge, perhaps that is the most important thing we can continue to offer: not the promise that the world will be without challenges, but the belief that we should never stop trying to make it better.

.
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Some of the One World Centre team at this year’s Global Village on Tynwald Day



Our work in 2025-2026
Funding uncertainty and a delay to the allocation of a major grant award meant it was difficult at times to plan for this year. Fortunately, one of our long-time supporters provided us with a grant that initially allowed us to progress some of our key activities – One World Charity Challenge, Global Village, Fairtrade Conference etc – as well as progressing some new initiatives such as our collaboration with the Isle of Man Football Association with a World Cup-themed tournament for primary schools once the overall financial picture became clearer.  As usual, our activities are planned against the academic year (September to August) rather than the financial year (April to March).
Key projects

[image: ]One World Charity Challenge
Our 19th edition of One World Charity Challenge saw 33 teams of Year 12 students battling to win money small international development charities working across a wide range of issues amongst disadvantaged communities overseas. It was particularly pleasing to have all six of the Island’s secondary schools involved this year.
As usual, the teams were tasked with researching and advocating for their charities, with the results of their work delivered in the form of a 10-minute multi-media presentation. There were many impressive and imaginative performances and some fantastic examples of awareness-raising, including updating a charity’s logo and discussing a charity’s work on Manx Radio.
[image: ]Due to a disparity in the number of teams between schools, eight teams were selected for the Grand Final which was held in front of a capacity audience that included the Lieutenant Governor Sir John Lorimer, Chief Minister Alf Cannan, other members of Tynwald, charity representatives, friends and family. All eight finalists gave hugely entertaining presentation that involved everything from interpretative dance and song to paparazzi-style videos and game show questions.
The overall victors were a four-strong team from Ballakermeen High School highlighting the work of the small charity Disability Africa. They concentrated on the charity’s playschemes which aim to remove the stigma of disability that still exists in some of the world’s poorest communities and help to provide access to education and healthcare for disabled children. The team gave a lively presentation that included lots of audience participation as they demonstrated how the power of play could transform lives and end isolation. They won the top prize of £1,500 for Disability Africa.
[image: ][image: ] In second place were the team from Castle Rushen High School who were supporting the locally-based charity Leprosy Mission (Isle of Man). Opening with a dramatic dance, the team also used role-play to illustrate the impact of leprosy on individuals and their families and highlighted the misinformation that can sometimes prevent sufferers from seeking help. They won £1,250 for Leprosy Mission (Isle of Man) but also picked up one of the special AFD Advocacy prizes for their work on raising awareness which added another £500 to their total.
Third in the main competition were the team from Queen Elizabeth II High School who chose to represent International Health Partners. This is a charity that works to deliver vital medicines to disadvantaged communities around the world providing access to healthcare for those who need it most.  The team spoke movingly about their reasons for choosing the charity and illustrated the positive impact of its work in saving lives. They won £1,000 for the charity.
[image: ]Meanwhile, a second team from Ballakermeen High School were awarded the top AFD Award for Advocacy worth £1,000 as well as a £500 prize in the main competition for their work representing another locally-based charity Coral & Pearl Hostels Trust. With a very engaging stage presence, the team impressed the judges with their wide array of advocacy work including redesigning the charity’s logo, running fundraising events and promoting the charity’s work on social media.
Runners up on the night included teams from St Ninian’s High School representing Edukid and Education Saves Lives and Ramsey Grammar School representing Tree Aid and Hands of Hope. They each won £500 for their charities with the team supporting Education Saves Lives also picking up an additional £500 AFD Advocacy award.
Judges for the event were Dr Christa McCartney from the One World Centre, Lady Lorimer, Bradley Chambers (the current Manx Bard) and Kristina Reeves, a former teacher who helped pilot the One World Charity Challenge programme in 2006-2007.
[image: ]All the charities who were represented but whose teams did not reach the Grand Finals received a donation of £100 each. The prize money was kindly provided by the H&S Davidson Trust, Gough Ritchie Charitable Trust and AFD Software Limited. AFD also provided the venue for the event and excellent technical support for the finalist students. The education and organisational side of the programme was funded by the Isle of Man Government’s International Development Education and Awareness Raising grant. 
Headline numbers

	33
	c.170
	34
	£10,900

	participating
teams

	students (there is some
small movement in
numbers over the course
of the programme)
	participating
charities - one was
not selected this
year

	given to charities through
prize money (includes AFD
Advocacy prizes)*



*Additional money is raised directly by some student teams – this is not included here but can
run to several hundred pounds in some cases.

Our evaluation showed:
Of the 83 returned student evaluation forms (which are completed anonymously)
· More than 96% of those surveyed agreed or strongly agreed their knowledge of how charities work had increased (the remainder didn’t know)
· 95% agreed or strongly agreed that their understanding of international development/global issues had improved
· 87% agreed or strongly agreed that they felt more engaged with international issues than when they started OWCC
· 82% agreed or strongly agreed they were more likely to take positive action on international/global issues in the future (17% didn’t know and only one student disagreed)
· In terms of skills building, almost 80% agreed or strongly agreed that their teamwork and presentation skills had improved (with 11% and 12% respectively don’t knows). Just
· over 70% agreed or strongly agreed that taking part in OWCC had improved their confidence with 15% not sure.



Feedback to the question What have you personally gained from taking part in One World Charity Challenge included:
· A deeper understanding of my privilege and others’ struggles, developing my empathy and allowing me a closer insight into charities
· Knowledge of how disabled people face discrimination and how we can start to change mindsets
· A sense of pride in helping do good in the world/improved teamwork and confidence
· Confidence/awareness of the world around me/teamwork skills/communication skills
· Empathy and an understanding of how easy we have things. The gratitude of living a privileged life. I’ve learnt how I can make a difference even if it’s only in small acts.
· A clear and developed understanding of charities and what makes them work well – and a new perspective on the continent of Africa.
· Better understanding on how charities operate and make a successful difference for people ie global programmes and planning our own advocacy.

The One World Charity Challenge will celebrate its 20th anniversary in the next academic year and the One World Centre is keen to hear from any past participants who feel the programme made a difference to them. Please get in touch by emailing info@owciom.org

[image: ]Global Village
This year’s Global Village took place as usual on Tynwald Day (6th July) and built on the success of previous events. Stallholders included 8 international development/human rights charities, 4 environmental charities, three Fairtrade outlets plus local groups such as Café Lingo, Manx Family Centre and The Peaceseekers. We also had a face painter and henna artist. 
Foodstalls provided Thai, Afro-Caribbean, Filipino and Ukrainian cuisines plus crepes, tea and coffee, and locally caught seafood. The performance slots for the stage were filled very quickly this year and encompassed music, song and dance from Brazil, Bolivia, eastern Europe, Sweden, Thailand and the Faroe Islands and Nepal as well as more general Manx and blues music plus an energetic Zumba workout at the beginning of the day.
Attendance is hard to estimate as entry is free and no tickets are required but a conservative guess would be around 2,500 - 3,000 during the course of the day.  It was noticeably busier earlier in the day than usual suggesting that people were specifically coming to see the Global Village rather than just adding it on to a visit to the top Fairfield.
[image: ]In terms of impact, the main outcome of the Global Village is to expose local people to the great work being carried out both here and overseas in international and sustainable development, and to recognise and respect the many cultures represented in the Isle of Man. This is presented in a fun, family-friendly format and a relaxed non-confrontational atmosphere allowing for constructive engagement and dialogue.
Items on both One World Charity Challenge and the Global Village were covered in local print, broadcast and social media. 

Fairtrade
[image: ]Fairtrade conference
Awareness around Fairtrade is a cornerstone of work as it offers an effective and easy way for people to make a difference to small farmers and producers around the world. A highlight of our year is the Fairtrade Primary Conference, which the Tynwald President kindly allows us to host at Legislative Buildings.
This year’s event took place in May with students from 10 local primary schools joining us for a full day of learning about Fairtrade, how it works and the positive difference trading fairly can have on other people around the world. We were honoured to have a special welcome video recorded for the children by Ghanaian farmer and Fairtrade Ambassador Felix Tetteh.
As well as enjoying workshops on chocolate and where Fairtrade items come from, the children debated in the Tynwald Chamber and also thought about how they would spend the Fairtrade Premium in a fictional community – no easy task to agree on! As the conference was taking place at the same time as another community initiative A Million Acts of Hope, children were invited at the end of the day to add their own hope to our “wall of hope” and many of these reflected on the wish that farmers and producers would be treated fairly.
Teacher feedback was excellent with observations about their highlight of the day including:
	· Pupil engagement and volunteer enthusiasm
	
	
	
	

	· Fantastic day - very thought about with exciting activities
	
	
	
	

	· The debate really allowed students to share their ideas. They grew in confidence every minute
	
	
	
	

	· Fairtrade Premium activity - sharing out money for the village was very engaging
	
	

	· I really enjoyed watching the children learn. Each activity was different and interesting. Children took active part in the day.
	
	
	
	

	· Children were fully engaged in every activity. They listened with interest and wanted to learn more
	
	
	

	· The children all had a voice

	
	

	
	
	
	
	


One issue that seems to be a growing problem is the difficulty in schools being able to provide staff to cover the event. Originally we had 14 schools booked for the event with three dropping out in the weeks leading up to the event and one non-arrival on the day – all due to staff sickness or cover issues. It is difficult to mitigate for this, even by moving the conference to less difficult dates in terms of the potential for poor weather or other school activities.
Fairtrade Fortnight – Sept/Oct 2025
[image: ]The focus for the 2025 Fairtrade Fortnight was on tea production and saw the One World Centre/Isle of Man Fairtrade Group join forces with the Manx Coop to run a Fairtrade tea promotion in Strand Street, Douglas. As well as a decorated stand highlighting Fairtrade products and practices, individual Fairtrade teabags with messages about Fairtrade were given away to passers by. It was good to see schools undertaking their own Fairtrade activities and also other groups such as the Promenade Methodist Church putting up displays to highlight their own connection with Fairtrade.
We also supported schools with materials and resources for their own activities during Fairtrade Fortnight. Prior to Fairtrade Fortnight, the Coordinator attended the Fair Trade Town International Conference in Edinburgh where many useful contacts were made (including farmer Felix mentioned above). The conference was attended by Fairtrade supporters from across Great Britain and Europe as well as some delegates from as far away as Palestine. It was particularly noteworthy for the keen support shown by the younger people attending and working with young adults is a strand we would like to take forwards on the Isle of Man.

Fairtrade Island Status Renewal
The Isle of Man has held Fairtrade Island (now known as Fairtrade Community) status since 2008 and this is subject to a renewal process every three years. The current status expired in July 2026 and we were therefore required to submit a new application showing what we had achieved in the past three years and what our plans for the future are. We are pleased to say that we were successful in getting the status renewed until 2029. This is a recognition of the support provided by many people across the community (including most recently Douglas City Council) and we will continue to promote Fairtrade as a way of supporting fair pay and a fair future for growers and producers around the world.

World Cup Tournament
[image: ]With 2026 being a Football World Cup year, we took the opportunity to collaborate with the Isle of Man Football Association on a global themed tournament for primary schoolchildren. Each of the Island’s Primary Schools were invited to take part in the tournament on 21St June with each school being allocated a country that was a finalist in the FIFA World Cup. 
Schools were encouraged to learn about “their” country with a special set of resources prepared for them that encouraged thinking around fairness, equality and opportunity. Each school was asked to bring a poster about their country to the tournament where they were displayed for everyone to see. 
[image: ]We also ran two side activities on the day: “Go for the Global Goals” which saw children trying to hit targets that were made up from Sustainable Development Goal targets and a special quiz featuring questions about teams and countries in the World Cup finals. Fairtrade footballs were given as prizes to the top three highest scorers. (This activity was repeated at the Global Village where we also had the children’s country posters on display.) 
The collaboration worked well and we hope to replicate a similar approach based possibly around the Island Games or Euro competition in future years.

SDG Art Competition 
[image: ]Following the success of last year’s competition (on SDG 14 Life Under Water) which saw a record 335 entries, we focussed this year on SDG15 Life on Land for our poster competition. A flyer with links to useful resources was created and circulated to schools/youth art groups and the competition was promoted on Facebook/Instagram and on our website. Take up has not been so strong this year (but still 100+ entries) with a few schools saying that they did not have time to incorporate it into their summer term schedules as usual. The deadline for the competition was extended to 31st August so it could also be a summer holiday activity and the entries will be judged in late September. We will review the format of the competition next year and see if any changes need to be made.

International Year of Volunteers for Sustainable Development

2026 has been designated International Year of Volunteers for Sustainable Development (IVY 2026) and early on we approached Biosphere Isle of Man to work collaboratively on a project that would both highlight volunteering opportunities in sustainable development on the Isle of Man and then provide a way of measuring the time and impact achieved through those opportunities. 

Unfortunately resource pressure at Biosphere Isle of Man meant this project was significantly delayed and it has only recently been rolled out to Biosphere partners for feedback. Nevertheless, we hope that this can continue to be progressed and developed over the coming months.


Festival of Trees

[image: ]As part of our community outreach, we were pleased to support Housing Matters’ Christmas Festival of Trees at Isle of Man Airport with our entry Around the World in 30 Homes. 

Using a teepee style “tree” as the base, our entry was decorated with images and information on all sorts of different homes around the world as well as special home-themed handmade baubles from children at Ballaugh Primary School (where we had earlier delivered an education session on Homes around the World and reflected on how life might be for those that lived in very different homes to our own).

The tree was on display from the end of November until early January and it was great to see passers-by engaging with the exhibits.


The Welcome Project
This project, run in collaboration with Café Lingo and funded by the Manx Lottery Trust, was completed in December 2025 with the final outstanding budget spent on a promotional video for Café Lingo to highlight the amazing work they do in helping newcomers to the Island get to grasp with the English language and Manx culture. The video can be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/CafeLingoIsleofMan/videos/4294082300862482/




DEC Appeals
[image: ]A DEC Appeal for the Venezuela earthquakes was called in early July. This coincided with the Global Village so a collection bucket and display was made available there – we also had volunteers collecting in Douglas town centre and Douglas Tesco the following weekend. £2000 was raised in total (later increased to £2,360 with a donation from Dalby Church). It proved difficult to recruit many volunteers and we sincerely thank those who helped out on this occasion.

[image: ]Mother Language Day
An event held as part of Manx Language Year, OWC attended with a focus on making global connections and particularly logging languages spoken by people in the Isle of Man. Attendees were invited to mark the countries where their language originated from and people were engaged with the task. As well as having some interesting conversations on the day, some good contacts were made including potential performers for our Global Village event!

Quiz night
[image: ]As part of our fundraising/awareness raising activities we held a charity Quiz Night in early March at the Manx Legion. We had a good number of attendees pitting their wits against quizmaster Andrew Newton’s tricky questions and the event was enjoyed by all, raising around £700 for the One World Centre. Thanks to both Andrew and all those who donated raffle prizes for the evening.

Collaboration
We recognise that changing hearts and minds for a positive future is a collaborative effort and have worked with many other groups and organisations on and off the Island this year. One of these collaborations was with the Manx Bard who wrote a special poem for us for Global Learning Fortnight. We also assisted various Government departments with information and communications to other charities and our wider network. Other collaborations include:
· 
· Biosphere Isle of Man
· Café Lingo
· Isle of Man Fairtrade Group
· Isle of Man Friends of the Earth
· Amnesty International 
· Manx Wildlife Trust
· Department of Education, Sports and Culture
· Fairtrade Foundation
· The Global Learning Network


We also continue to network and advocate for local charities working in sustainable and international development.


Funding & Other Help
We are grateful to all those who have supported us with funding over the past year. Like many other charities, we continue to find the funding landscape challenging especially as we are largely limited to funders on the Isle of Man. In line with our values, we have an ethical fundraising policy which you can find on our website.
Funding is not the only way to help though – we are often looking for volunteers to help us, either with DEC Appeal collections or events such as our Meet the Charities Day (part of One World Charity Challenge) where extra pairs of hands are so very useful. Sharing our social media and amplifying our messages are also very helpful – the more connections we can make with like-minded people, the stronger our voice in the community.



Keep up with all the news!

We are on Facebook, Instagram and online at www.oneworldcentreiom.org
   
We send regular newsletters to all our members and those on our mailing list. Please check your spam and “promotion” folders if you are not receiving these!
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