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“Because no one is an Island “ 

Organisational Development 
 As a Development Education Centre it’s our mission to encourage understanding and respect for the lives and 
cultures of all people – so that we can help to shape a fair society that celebrates our global differences and 
interdependence 
 
Membership: The One World Centre now represents eighteen organizations. Individual membership this year has 
increased to 180 people and we are currently receiving annual renewals.  
Staff: Cheryl Cousins is contracted as coordinator for 21 hours a week and Katie Keenan is contracted as administrator 
for 30 hours a week. Jenni Quillin was employed on a 6 month contract as schools coordinator for the charity challenge. 
This position was entirely grant funded by the H&S Davidson Trust. We have maintained our network of volunteer 
teachers who offer a range of workshops on subjects including Hinduism, Fairtrade, poverty awareness, sustainable life 
styles and gender equality. We are able to pay each of these volunteers an honorarium for their time in schools. 
Funding: Our major source of funding continues to be the Dept of Education, the H&S Davidson Trust and additional 
smaller grants from a number of charities and businesses as well as sponsorship for individual events; we are currently 
developing a new fundraising initiative with the aim of employing a full time schools worker.  
The Resource Centre: is based in Castletown, courtesy of the Manx Co-op, and open weekday afternoons 1-5pm and 
Saturday mornings 10-12:30 it is extensively used by teachers and the public. We hold 2000 DVD’s, books, magazines 
and posters and an increasing number of in-house resources. We have a volunteer working on redesigning our resource 
database to enable us to make it available online. 
 

Working with schools 
“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.” Nelson Mandela 

 

   The main focus of our work is education, working in all the Islands schools and through teacher training. Development 
education empowers people right here in the Island to look at the global picture, and to realise they have an important 
part to play in it. It creates global citizens; people who live and work in their own communities and yet, by their actions 
and lifestyles, bring about justice and equality globally. 
 

   Assemblies, workshops, speakers 
Our service level agreement with the Department of Education stipulates that we are to provide 75 full days in schools; 
between March 08 and April 09 we provided 184 full days, working 103 days in secondary schools and 81 in primary with 
direct contact with over 10,500 pupils through workshops, assemblies, and activities from our schools programme. Many 
of our workshops are well established and regularly requested by teachers, but we are continually adding new subject 
areas and activities.  
“An excellent session from the One World Centre. Their input means global education comes alive for my pupils” Lucy 
Veale, Scoill Phurt le Moirrey 
Advice on Working in development & selecting a Gap year  
Working with professionals who have experience in the development sector and volunteering abroad, we have produced 
an eye- catching exhibition and leaflets to encourage students to consider choosing a career in  development work and/or 
selecting a gap year experience. There is very limited access to this information on the Island and we have identified a 
growing interest over the last few years. We were at both the Higher Education conference and the Careers Convention 
attended by all sixth for students across the Island.  
Events; Charity Challenge, and visiting school speakers: 
Building on the work of previous years we have successfully continued a number of our regular school events across 
primary and secondary level. Thanks to sponsorship from the H&S Davidson Trust the Charity Challenge this year became 
an interschool event for students in year 12, with 24 teams taking part (see appendix). We co-ordinated the 4th annual 
Eco day at QEII high school working with the whole of year 7 and  fourteen local environmental groups and government 
departments. As part of Eco Day we brought the performance drama group Movingsounds to the Island for a 3rd year 
and they ran very successful workshops in the other secondary schools during Eco Week, working with over 700 students 
(see appendix).This year we also brought 2 additional workshops to the Island to work in primary schools. Felix Ngindu 
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo ran an African drumming workshop working with 1050 students over 4 days 
(see appendix) and Su Hart ran a teacher straining session for 20 local teachers as well as rainforest workshops in 
schools, with over 750 pupils in 4 days to introduce them to the life of the Baka people of the Cameroon  
An excellent, enjoyable experience for pupils and staff. You both inspired the children with your talents and expertise and 
passion” Rob Sellors Cronk y Berry  
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher training: 
We offer teacher support and training, working with individual teachers or through in-service training; this year we also 
ran a session as part of the IoM College’s Primary Teacher Training Course (PGCE). 
“Cheryl left us all inspired and challenged: challenged in terms of the issues that she raised; inspired by the ways in which    
she modelled how to raise and explore such issues with children. She has left a lasting impression on a group of    
enthusiastic and soon-to-be practising teachers here on the island.” 

   Hilary Stigant 
Green day at IoM College 
We were invited by the Isle of Man College to help implement an environmental awareness day. We joined other local 
charities to provide support for college staff to encourage students to look at life style choices that would reduce their 
carbon emissions.  

   New Projects: Excellent Development, Tell me 
The One World Centre has been involved in the creation of 2 new schools projects.  
Working with the charity Excellent Development we have created a primary schools pack for yr 4-6 based around a 
location study looking at the issue of water conservation through sand dam building in rural Kenya. The pack is 
curriculum linked and designed to run over a 5 week period. As part of the evaluation process each session was trialled 
twice with yr 4 students in a local school.  
The H&S Davidson Trust and AXA’s inter-generational Tell Me Project aims to create a social history record of the Island 
with students taking the initiative to interviewing older people about their memories. We helped to create 3 of the 5 
guidelines for teachers to include aspects of race and diversity; community and energy awareness. 
 

“The Department of Education is delighted to extend its service level agreement with the One World Centre (OWC) into its 
fourth year (2008-9).  The OWC plays an enormously valuable role supporting the Island's schools and young people in the 
areas of development education, environmental education, global citizenship and sustainability.  It is hugely important that 
the school curriculum engages young people with the global issues of the 21st century and makes them think.  The OWC, 

whether through visiting speakers, Eco-Days, Charity Challenge or the Fairtrade awards, does exactly that.” 
 John Cain, Director, Department of Education 

 
Campaigns 

Becoming informed and then speaking out for justice is part of democratic society and key to global citizenship. 
 
Hey big spender and Conscious consumerism: In 2008 we focused on raising awareness of consumerism and how it 
is linked to both environmental degradation and the exploitation of people across the world. We ran a weekly Hey big 
spender item in a local newspaper providing tips on how we can change our lifestyles to have a positive impact on 
peoples’ lives. We also ran interactive stalls on the summer Fair fields with a series of questions based on consumerism; 
whilst raising awareness of campaigns lobbying for ethical trading standards.  

   Universal declaration of human rights 60 years 
December 10th 2008 was the 60th anniversary of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. In conjunction with 
Amnesty International IoM we organised a ‘birthday party’ celebration at the Farmers Market and Strand Street. We 
created posters for each of the articles (now available on our website) and informative flyers with questions designed to 
encourage thought. We created a street celebration that included a dancing cake, free Fairtrade chocolate, cake, and 
music from Manx musicians and a samba drumming band. The event was designed to recognise the significance of the 
Declaration, but also to help the public understand their rights and recognise that so few people around the world are 
able to enjoy all of them. 
Copenhagen:  
2009 is a critical year for global action on climate change. The Kyoto Protocol, the International environmental treaty 
ends in 2012 and world leaders are meeting in Copenhagen this December to create a new protocol. We began raising 
awareness of the Copenhagen summit in January, explaining about the global impact of climate change, and working in 
schools and the community asking people to sign campaign postcards to encourage our leaders take strong action on 
carbon reductions 
Earth hour:  
In March we co-ordinated the all Island response to Earth Hour 2009. Lights across the Island were turned off for 1 hour 
with over 350 individual homes, 26 businesses, Tynwald and the Douglas town hall signing up to take part.    
 

Raising awareness through Community, events and celebrations 
 

Fairtrade:  
On the 7th July 2008 the Isle of Man was awarded Fairtrade Island status by the Fairtrade foundation. As members of the 
Fairtrade Island Initiative we have helped coordinate many of the events leading up to achieving Fairtrade Island status, 
By becoming a Fairtrade Island we have made a strong statement as a community about our responsibility to respect 
workers across the world; we believe that it is essential to continue to raise awareness of the issues behind Fairtrade and 
high light where it is available on the Island.  
We organised a celebration at Tynwald Fair day with Bruce Crowther from the Fairtrade Foundation, to present the 
Island’s Fairtrade certificate to Chief Minister. We also initiated “ Make a Mosaic”, a community art project in which 40 
schools and community groups took part, to create images out of the Fairtrade mark. The final boards were displayed in 
different sites around the Island, including Douglas promenade and the shopping streets in Castletown. We have been 



into a number of the Island’s schools to speak to staff about becoming recognised as a Fairtrade school and have 
provided resources and workshops on Fairtrade when requested. A number of volunteers joined us for a public 
celebration of Fairtrade fortnight in Douglas with live music, Fairtrade samples and a keepy-uppy competition.  
Charities training day: 
Following on from the Festival of Manx Connections in 2007, this year we organised a full day training session, supported 
by the H&S Davidson Trust, for local people involved in running charities overseas. They were invited to attend a number 
of free seminars followed by a key note speech from Geoffrey Dennis, Director of Care UK. The sessions included a range 
of seminars and workshops on: effective volunteering, building a name, promoting sustainable Development, Fundraising 
through the Overseas Aid Committee, Fundraising through trusts and Small charities development. This event was not 
only valuable in offering training to the representatives of the charities who attended, but also in helping them to develop 
networking and skill sharing between each other. 24 individuals attended representing 16 charities 

   
   DTI exhibition: 

In March the One World Centre, in conjunction with Transition Island, worked with the DTI steering group on the two day 
exhibition “Bright ideas” to help create a more family friendly atmosphere. We designed a children’s questionnaire 
encouraging young people to engage with a number of stalls to explore energy saving ideas. We also used this as an 
opportunity to raise awareness of Earth hour and the Copenhagen summit in December; there was an approximate 
footfall of 1,100 people 
Jabberwocky, movies, music and poetry: 
We contributed to setting up a fortnightly “movies, music and poetry nights” that ran through the winter at a local 
Fairtrade café in Douglas. With an audience of approx 40-60 people this regular gathering generated an opportunity for 
creativity and discussion through showing conscious cinema and inviting people to become involved through performance.  
Festival of trees - “Wish upon a Star“: 
Save the Children invited us to take part again in their annual Festival of Trees at Ronaldsway airport. We used our tree 
to ask the community to identify the things they would like to see changed in the world, and to write their wish for the 
world upon their personal star. The final Christmas tree, an aluminium frame, filled with stars created by the local 
community and schools groups, received runners up award both in the traveller’s choice and in the judge’s choice 
categories. It is estimated that approximately 65,000 people view these trees through the winter period.  
Wearable art 
A team of volunteers created and modelled 6 costumes in the Peel wearable art extreme fashion show, representing 
different environmental issues including the Copenhagen conference, renewable energy and industrialisation to an 
audience of over 150.  
Films (Amazing grace and the One World Centre film festival) 
Through the year we ran a number of film screenings on ethical issues, touring the film Amazing Grace to raise 
awareness of issues of contemporary slavery and exploitation, drawing parallels with the Fairtrade movement today. We 
also staged a film festival during One World Week with a different screening each night followed by a brief talk on the 
issues brought up by the film, appropriate campaign literature was made available to the audience.  
DEC appeals 
The Rapid Response Coalition, co-ordinated by the One World Centre, continued to organise Island wide street collections 
in response to disaster emergency appeals. Burma DEC Appeal in May raised £3000, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
DEC Appeal in December raised £3500 and the Gaza DEC Appeal in January raised £4500. 
 
Media & Networking 
We once again maintained a high public profile in 08-09 through our regular quarterly newsletter, press releases in local 
newspapers, radio interviews, etc. with over 30 media contacts this year. Our website, which was redesigned and 
updated this year, has increase in the number of unique visitors from around 1500 to a regular figure of around 2,500 
hits.  
We work closely alongside several organisations on the Island, including representatives from local charities operating 
overseas, the Fairtrade Island Initiative, Transition IoM, Friends of the Earth IoM, Amnesty Intl IoM and the Islands 
Interfaith group, sitting on steering groups and supporting their initiatives and events.  
We have a volunteer who continues to co-ordinate the distribution of Positive news across the Island and have included 
OWC membership and Transition Island leaflets into the distribution.  
Speakers visit community groups including the Women’s Institute, Mothers Union, IoM UN organisation and autumn clubs 
to give talks on the work of the One World Centre, Women of the world, Fairtrade and Ethical consumerism. 

   Through our outreach programme it is estimated that we have had direct contact with over 2000 people across the island 
this year.  
 
Sponsorship and support  
We would like to acknowledge the on going support of our work during 2008-2009 by thanking The Department of 
Education, The H&S Davidson Trust, The Manx Co-operative,  AFD Software, Excellent Development, Zurich Bank 
International, Amnesty International, Friends of the Earth and Isle of Man farmers.  
 
 
 
 

 




